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As a general education requirement in written 
communication, this Spring 2017 online section of 
English 101 focuses on recognizing rhetorical 
situations and responding with effective writing, so 
you should expect in this class to establish a clear 
purpose and sense of your presence and position in 
each work and to create and answer questions by 
researching, revising, and creating about 20-25 
pages of compositions in multiple genres. 

 
I mega love this course because I think using 
language is super powerful, but not everyone 
knows about it, and I have always felt like my job 
is to help with that. Writing, reading, and rhetoric 
are subjects that we can all (including me) continue 
to learn from and about no matter our age or level 
of education. Finally, writing also provides a 
wealth of practical applications for the rest of your 
education and for future jobs that, if harnessed 
correctly, will lend you power and success. 
 
With those ideas in mind, the University of 
Louisville has chosen rhetorical knowledge, 
critical thinking and reading, community issues 
and cultural diversity, process(es), and 
conventions as our course outcomes. Additionally, 
it is my understanding that our identities and 
writing capabilities are mediated through (digital) 
media, gender, sex(uality), (dis)placement, 
dis/abilities, marginalization, and a number of 
other social markers. That our identities, then, are 
writ/ten. That we can (re)write them. Writing is 
powerful. 
 

 
 
 

Lunsford, Andrea. The Everyday Writer.  
University of Louisville. 6th ed.  
Boston: Bedford, 2016. 
  
Additional readings posted on Blackboard 
 
Access to the Internet (Blackboard, Outlook  
Exchange), Microsoft Word, PDF reader 

	 	

INTRODUCTION TO COLLEGE WRITING  Michael Baumann, M.A. (he/him/his) 
Assistant Director of Composition 
Course 6409 | Section 50 
Time/Room DE (distance education/online) 
Office + Hours Tuesdays and Thursdays,  
5-9 p.m. (EST) via Blackboard chat, Exchange 
(michael.baumann.2@louisville.edu), Hangouts 
(mbaumann458), and phone: (859) 640-5903 
 
  

MATERIALS  
We will employ Outlook Exchange 
(the university email server) and 
Blackboard (the university online 
course management system) for most 
of our communications and 
coursework. You should log into 
these accounts daily for continuous 
updates, instructions and resources, 
reading and writing assignments, 
queries, and grades/feedback.	



	 	
	 	COURSEWORK /NETWORK 

Weekly informal 
writing and  
drafting  

Our semester begins on a 
Monday. That’s the day 
each week on which the 
previous week’s homework 
will be due and I’ll assign 
new homework. During a 
typical week, I will post a 
set of announcements, 
readings, quizzes, and 
writing assignments on 
Monday. Throughout the 
week, you should complete 
these tasks, keep on the 
lookout for additional 
announcements, and ask 
any questions you may 
discover along the way.  
 
The goal of the reading 
and writing homework 
assignments is to help you 
complete our four major 
projects/units. I will return 
your work with feedback as 
soon as possible, probably 
by the weekend after it’s 
turned in. 
 
I specifically reserve 
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings (5-9, EST) to be 
extra available via email, 
phone, and video chat so 
that I can answer questions 
or discuss the assignments 
or readings in more depth. 
Those are my official office 
hours, but I will also strive 
to be available to answer 
questions throughout the 
week as well.  
 
Note: Keep in mind that 
UofL IT typically shuts 
down Blackboard on 
Friday evenings. 

Blackboard 
participation 
posts 

Homework: readings, quizzes, writings = 25% 
The Everyday Writer is the main text we’ll engage, and I hope you’ll be able to 
use it as a valuable resource—both in our class and for other courses and writing 
opportunities you encounter in the future. We will sometimes read additional 
readings posted on Blackboard. I'll ask you from time to time to compose informal 
texts and/or complete quizzes about the assigned readings for homework. I will 
also ask you to prepare multiple drafts for every major project before you turn in 
your final. 
 
Participation: peer review and Blackboard posts = 25% 
You should complete these homework assignments as indicated as well. 
Sometimes, I will ask you to respond to a reading assignment with a post on our 
Blackboard discussion forum and to respond to another student’s post. I will also 
ask you to share major project drafts via email with each other to provide 
suggestions for your peers.  
 
4 Major units/project = 50% 
Project I:  Internet-mediated professional writing due 2.6 
Project II: Analytical and informative writing due 3.6 
Project III: Research-based academic writing due 4.17 
Project IV: Writing beyond ENGL 101 due 4.28 

University Sanctioned Grading Scale: 
A+       97-100%         B+ 87-89%           C+ 77-79%           D+ 67-69% F -59%	
A 93-96% B 83-86% C 73-76% D 63-66%       	
A- 90-92% B- 80-82% C- 70-72% D- 60-62%	
	

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
	



	 	
	 	POLICIES  

communication and self-advocacy: I assume that all of us learn in different ways, so I pursue a personal goal of designing my 
courses as universally as possible, responding to various literacies, abilities, logics. If you are a student with specific needs (such as 
social anxiety that might prevent participation in class discussion, medical issues, or a request to change the color of text or 
provide captions for videos, etc.), you should act as a self-advocate, actively communicating with me and working with our class 
community to identify barriers to your full participation. Self-advocates identify deficits in the classroom environment and engage 
productively with the other members of the class to remedy them. Please talk to me as soon as you can about your individual 
learning needs and preferences; I will not know about your needs and, sometimes legally, cannot talk to you about them unless you 
let me know first. On a related note, I will employ Outlook Exchange and Blackboard, the official university communications, for 
this course. It is your responsibility to check your university email and course module daily to remain informed of assignments and 
announcements. Likewise, I will check these platforms daily to respond as immediately and thoroughly as possible to your 
questions and concerns. 	
 
respect: I’m interested in the maintenance of a safe and productive learning environment for each member of our class, so I have 
little accommodation for disrespect: we all need to respect each other by remaining civil and courteous always. We will often enjoy 
opportunities to offer our opinions and beliefs; however, no purposefully racist, classist, sexist, homophobic, trans*phobic, ableist, 
or any other negative communication harmful to an individual or group based on sexual orientation, gender identity and/or gender 
expression, sex, religion, race, economic class, social status, age, military and/or veteran status, citizenship, nationality, (dis)ability, 
habitat, political ideology, etc. will be tolerated. Whether something is offensive or not will be determined by the people whom it 
might offend or their advocates. Of course, it is difficult sometimes to express oneself accurately online, so we should be especially 
careful of our communications. 
 
resources: For information about diverse neurological, social, and physical abilities, please contact the Disabilities Resource 
Center. Also, whether or not you have a documented disability, remember that other support services are available to all students. I 
strive to be an ally to students who, whether they are distance learners or not, could benefit from any of these exceptionally useful 
campus resources, links for which I’ve provided on Blackboard: Office of Military and Veteran Student Services, Academic Athletics 
Services, Counseling Center, LGBT Center, Cultural Center, Women’s Center, Student Recreation Center, and Writing Center 
(and more). The Virtual Writing Center and Distance Education Library may be of particular interest to you in this class. 
 
academic honesty: Considering intellectual property, copyright, remix, citation, and plagiarism (etc.) in the context of an 
educational space is even more complex than the navigation of those matrices in the public sphere. I’m interested in teaching you 
about how future teachers and bosses will expect you to perform academic honesty and in you giving credit where credit is due. If 
it becomes clear to me that you have not tried to be fully honest with your academic work, we will have to consider applying the 
range of the university’s policies. For example, the University of Louisville’s plagiarism policy states: “The University defines 
plagiarism as ‘representing the words or ideas of someone else as one’s own in any academic exercise.’ Thus, all writing you do for 
this course must be your own….  Please pay special attention to the quotes, paraphrases, and documentation practices you use in 
your papers.  If you have any questions about plagiarism, please ask your instructor.  If you plagiarize, your instructor reserves the 
right to grant you a failure for the course and your case may be reported to the College of Arts and Sciences.”  
 
grades and feedback: Since all of your writing will be submitted digitally, I will utilize Microsoft Word’s “track changes” 
and “comments” features to provide feedback. Sometimes, though, I will provide oral/aural feedback via MP3 or MP4 files. 
If you find that you respond best to a particular set of modalities (auditory, textual, visual, etc.), please let me know. My 
feedback focuses on content more than form: instead of proofreading the mechanics of grammar, punctuation, spelling, 
syntax, style, and format, I will devote most of my attention to content and critical thought. This does not mean that I 
will not track all areas of improvement that I can or that you should not be stringent in your proofreading before turning 
in work. With that said, I am very much an “A for effort” grader: if you demonstrate your legitimate attempt to follow the 
assignments’ instructions, you will generally receive high marks. I will not accept late work or provide extra credit—you 
need to be a self-advocate and communicate with me as soon as you learn that you cannot complete assignments due to 
situations outside of your control.  
 
grade grievances: Because of confidentiality rules, it is typically illegal for me to communicate the specifics of your 
attendance, performance, or grades via email. However, the rules in our online context are different. If you have questions 
or concerns about your progress in this course, please do not hesitate to ask about them. If you are not satisfied with our 
conversation, you may email an Assistant Director of Composition: adcquery@louisville.edu. (Obviously, though I am one 
of the assistant directors, I will not handle your grievance in such a case.) 
 
Title IX/Clery Act Notification: Sexual misconduct (including sexual harassment, sexual assault, and any other 
nonconsensual behavior of a sexual nature) and sex discrimination violate University policies.  Students experiencing such 
behavior may obtain confidential support from the PEACC Program (852-2663), Counseling Center (852-6585), and 
Campus Health Services (852-6479). To report sexual misconduct or sex discrimination, contact the Dean of Students 
(852-5787) or University of Louisville Police (852-6111). Disclosure to University faculty or instructors of sexual 
misconduct, domestic violence, dating violence, or sex discrimination occurring on campus, in a University-sponsored 
program, or involving a campus visitor or University student or employee (whether current or former) is not confidential 
under Title IX.  Faculty and instructors must forward such reports, including names and circumstances, to the 
University’s Title IX officer. For more information, see the Sexual Misconduct Resource Guide. 
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week reading to complete writing to complete quiz? 
 
1.9 – 1.15 

 
syllabus + schedule + Blackboard page + intro letter  
and email assignment sheets + sample intro letter 

 
email to professor #1 (“yes, i read it”) + 
intro letter + Blackboard discussion post                           

 
Y 

 
project i: internet-mediated professional writing 

 
1.16 – 1.22 Project I assignment sheet + Everyday Writer pg. 13-32 

(especially pg. 19-20) + Portwood-Stacer + Purdue 
Blackboard discussion post  
email to professor #2 (horrible email)                                           

N 

 
1.23 – 1.29 
 

 
Document (re)design assignment sheet + 
Everyday Writer pg. 237-46 (making design decisions) 

 
Professional document (re)design 
Continue working on Project I 

 
N 
 

 
1.30 – 2.5 

 
(re)read the Project I assignment sheet 

 
Project I portfolio (due 2.6) 
 

 
N 

 
project ii: analytical and informative writing 

 
2.6 – 2.12 Project II assignment sheet + “Significance and Exigence” 

handout + Everyday Writer pg. 91-107 (critical reading) 
Proposal for Project II (as your  
Blackboard discussion post) 

Y 

2.13 – 2.19 Carroll (required) +  
Rhetorical analysis PowerPoint (suggested) 

Blackboard discussion post Y 

2.20 – 2.26 Peer review assignment sheet +  
Everyday Writer pg. 107-21 (analyzing arguments) 

Peer review #1 Y 

 
2.27 – 3.5 
 

  
Continue working on Project II 
 

 

 
3.6 – 3.12 

Project III assignment sheet + Everyday Writer pg. 122-63 
(constructing arguments and preparing for / doing research) + 
citations resources folder, esp. Research / Citations PowerPoint 

Project II (due 3.6) 
Proposal for Project III (as your 
Blackboard discussion post)  

Y x 4 
(library 
modules) 

 
3.13 - 3.19 

 
spring break—no school or homework 
 

 
project iii: research-based academic writing 

 
 
3.20 –3.26 

Everyday Writer pg. 164-81 (evaluating research) + annotated 
bibliography assignment sheet + Kantz 

Annotated bibliography 
Blackboard discussion post 
 

 
N 

 
3.27 – 4.2 

Everyday Writer pg. 181-98 (folding in and writing research) 
Review the citation resources folder on Blackboard 

 
Continue working on Project III   

 
N 
 

 
4.3 – 4.9 

Peer review assignment sheet + suggested (re)reading: Everyday 
Writer pg. 107-21 (analyzing arguments) +  
citation resources folder (also suggested) 

 
Peer review #2 
 

 
N 

 
project iv: writing beyond engl ioi 

 
 
4.10 – 4.16 

 
Project IV assignment sheet 

 
Continue working on Project III 

 
N 
 

 
 
4.17 – done 

Everyday Writer pg. 202-09, 265-71 (academic writing in any 
discipline, writing for the public) + Everyday Writer section that 
applies to your personal area of   interest/study/employment: 
Humanities (209-16) Social sciences (216-23) Natural and 
applied sciences (224-29) Business (230-36)  

 
Project III (due 4.17)                                 
 
Project IV (due 4.28) 

 
 

N 

SEMESTER SCHEDULE 


