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Michael Baumann                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
• office: HUM 004H | Desk 51 
• hours: MW 2-5 p.m. or by appointment 
• email: michael.baumann.2@louisville.edu  
• phone: 859.640.5903—Don’t text me. That’s weird; office: 502.852.7068 
 

Required Materials 
• Lunsford, Andrea. The Everyday Writer. University of Louisville. 5th ed. Boston: Bedford, 2015.  
• Chamberlain, Elizabeth, et al., eds. Cardinal Compositions. Boston: Bedford, 2016.  
• Additional readings occasionally posted on Blackboard 
• Writing tools for class activities and funds for printing (if applicable) 
 

Introduction  
This is English 101: Introduction to College Writing. As a general education requirement in written 
communication open to all incoming students, the class focuses across the university on recognizing and 
responding to different rhetorical situations and developing effective writing processes. A student writer 
in 101 should expect to create and revise compositions in multiple genres, establish a clear purpose and 
sense of hir presence and position in each work, and compose the equivalent of 18-20 pages (yasss I 
kno) of text. My personal goals for this course include teaching you several writing skills and how to use 
them successfully (writing), as well as exposing how and why different modes of communication work 
in various writing communities around you (and rhetoric). Also, fun. 
 
To do all of that, we will study writing while we write. Over the course of the semester, we will 
investigate a variety of readings on different aspects of composition (writing) studies. Some of these 
readings come from experts in the field, and some come from students at this university, so you will 
(hopefully) find them to be both challenging and accessible. 
  
I really like this course because I think using language is powerful, but not everyone knows about it, and 
I have always felt like my job is to help with that. Writing, reading, and rhetoric are subjects that we can 
all, including me, continue to learn from and about no matter our age or level of education. Finally, 
writing also provides a wealth of practical applications for the rest of your education and for your future 
jobs that, if harnessed correctly, will lend you power and success. 
 
Important Note:  I reserve the right to alter the terms of this syllabus.  Situations such as cancelled 
classes or changes in our learning objectives, for example, might warrant such a change.     	
Here are some cat pictures. 
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Course Work 

• Readings from the materials above 
• Daily informal writing and drafting for projects 
• Conferences (one in the beginning and one at the end) 
• Project I: Literacy Narrative | due 9.16 
• Project II: Community/Cultural Issues Report (AKA: “Concept in 60”) | due 10.12 
• Project III: Analyzing Arguments | due 10.30 
• Project IV: Constructing Arguments | due 11.23 
• Project V: Reflargumentation (revision portfolio + reflective, argumentative text) | due 12.7 
 
Readings and Writings: The Everyday Writer is the main text we’ll read, and I hope you’ll be able to 
use it as a valuable resource—both in our class and for other courses and writing opportunities you 
encounter in the future. In order to prime you for participation in in-class discussions, I'll ask you from 
time to time to compose informal texts inside and outside of class about the assigned readings for 
homework. I will also ask you to prepare multiple drafts for every major project before you turn in your 
final. Be sure to keep every piece of writing you have throughout the semester, as much will be added to 
and count toward your final portfolio grade.  
 
Conferences: Also, although I invite you to visit my office as many times as you’d like, you will be 
required to complete three formal conferences during the semester. In the beginning of the semester, 
Conference I will focus on personal goals and expectations for the course. Around midterm break, 
Conference II will focus on a check-in, and I will cancel class to facilitate your participation. At the end 
of the semester, Conference II will focus on rhetorical choices for the final project.	
 
Projects: This course houses several major units with a project that corresponds with each. Our earliest 
writing assignments will ask you to reflect on your own experiences as a reader and writer. Over the 
course of the semester, assignments will focus more on putting your ideas and observations into 
conversation with the ideas of other authors, joining in a respectful, informed, written dialogue. 
 

Grading and Assessment  
During the first week of school, as a team we will determine an official policy for how I should respond 
to late work. You will receive letter grades on individual assignments and projects throughout the 
semester, and in the end, I will calculate your final grade with the percentage guide here: 
• Writing, Drafts, and Conferences: 25% 
• Participation: 25% 
• Projects: 50% 
 
University Sanctioned Grading Scale: 
A+      97-100%          B+ 87-89%           C+ 77-79%           D+ 67-69% F -59%	
A 93-96% B 83-86% C 73-76% D 63-66%       	
A- 90-92% B- 80-82% C- 70-72% D- 60-62%	
         	
Grievances: Because of confidentiality rules, it is illegal for me to communicate the specifics of your 
attendance, performance, or grades via email. If you have questions or concerns about your progress in this 
course, please do not hesitate to come by during office hours to discuss these issues.  If you are not satisfied 
with our discussion, you may see an Assistant Director of Composition in HUM 333 (adcquery@louisville.edu).



Baumann | ENGL 101 | Fall 2015 | 3 

Participation, Respect, and Attendance  
I feel like I should explain “participation” more clearly. In addition to recording that you have completed 
assignments, I will also heavily consider your class participation and attendance as grounds for computing 
student grades. Together in class, we will compose a “course policies” sheet, which should guide us in a class-
decided definition of participation, but the below policies (concerning punctual attendance, consistent (daily) 
contributions to class discussion, completion of in-class and out-of-class individual and group work, and 
academic integrity) are pretty immutable.  
 
"Participation" in this section of English 101 refers partly to verbal contributions to class discussion. Because 
this is not only a writing class, but also a communication class, and because this is a smaller, discussion-based 
course rather than a lecture-based seminar, participation in class discussion is super vital to our success. It’s also 
what will make the course interesting, dynamic, enjoyable, and useful.  
 
Respect: “Participation” also refers to respecting everyone and to the maintenance of a safe and productive 
learning environment for each member of our room. I suppose that I should say that I have little accommodation 
for disrespect. In order to earn a passing grade in this class, you will respect everyone here. Everyone in our 
class, including me, must remain civil and courteous at all times. We will often have opportunities to share our 
opinions and beliefs, but no racist, classist, sexist, homophobic, trans*phobic, ableist, or any other negative 
communication harmful to an individual or group will be tolerated. Whether something is offensive or not will 
be determined by the people whom it might offend or their advocates. 
 
Attendance is also a vital component of participation. Learning how to respond to an audience’s needs requires 
extensive interaction with people, so your physical and mental presence in class is necessary. There are usually 
about forty days in a MWF class every semester. If you miss 4 days, or ten percent of class, your grade will 
begin with a 90%. 10 days = 75%. And so on. I excuse one absence each semester, and after that I entertain no 
distinction between excused and unexcused absences. Absences due to university sponsored activities, health, 
and family issues can be negotiated. 
 
Plagiarism: The University of Louisville’s plagiarism policy applies in this course:  “The University defines 
plagiarism as ‘representing the words or ideas of someone else as one’s own in any academic exercise.”  Thus, 
all writing you do for this course must be your own….  Please pay special attention to the quotes, paraphrases, 
and documentation practices you use in your papers.  If you have any questions about plagiarism, please ask 
your instructor.  If you plagiarize, your instructor reserves the right to grant you a failure for the course and your 
case may be reported to the College of Arts and Sciences.”   
 

Feedback 
Other than verbal feedback during class discussions, most often, my feedback will appear in written or 
typed responses to your writing. When projects are submitted digitally, I will utilize Microsoft Word’s 
"track changes" and "comments" features. Sometimes, though, I will provide oral/aural feedback via 
MP3 files or conferences. If you find that you respond best to a particular set of modes (auditory, 
textual, visual, etc.), please let me know. My feedback focuses on content more than form: instead of 
focusing on the mechanics of grammar, punctuation, spelling, syntax, style, and format, I will pay most 
of my attention to content and critical thought. This does not mean that I will not track all areas of 
improvement that I can or that you should not be stringent in your proofreading before turning in work. 
 



Baumann | ENGL 101 | Fall 2015 | 4 

Communication, Self-Advocacy, and Resources 
I assume that all of us learn in different ways, and I pursue a personal goal of making my classroom as 
universally designed as possible, responding to multiple literacies, abilities, and logics.  
 
If you are a student with specific needs (such as social anxiety that might prevent participation in class 
discussion, medical issues, or a request to enlarge or change the color of projected text, etc.), you should 
act as a self-advocate, actively communicating with me and working with our class community to 
identify barriers to your full participation in my classroom.  
 
Self-advocates do not wait for someone else to speak for them: they identify deficits in the classroom 
environment and engage productively with the other members of the classroom to remedy those deficits. 
Please talk to me as soon as you can about your individual learning needs and preferences and how this 
course can best accommodate them; I will not know about your needs and, sometimes legally, cannot 
talk to you about them unless you let me know first.  
 
For information and auxiliary assistance, please contact the Disabilities Resource Center (Robbins Hall, 
502.852.6938, louisville.edu/disability/students). Also, whether or not you have a documented disability, 
remember that other support services, including the Writing Center and the Learning Resources Center, 
are available to all students.  
 
Also, I should let you all know that I am Safe Zone trained; on that note, while the word “ally” seems 
most traditionally applicable to queer identity, and indeed I am an ally in that regard, I also strive to be 
an ally to students who could benefit from any of the exceptionally useful campus resources listed in the 
next sentence. Those exceptionally useful resources, links for which I’ve provided on Blackboard, 
include the Office of Military and Veteran Student Services, Academic Athletics Services, the 
Counseling Center, the LGBT Center, the Student Recreation Center, and the Writing Center. 
 

Title IX/Clery Act Notification 
Sexual misconduct (including sexual harassment, sexual assault, and any other 
nonconsensual behavior of a sexual nature) and sex discrimination violate University 
policies.  Students experiencing such behavior may obtain confidential support from the 
PEACC Program (852-2663), Counseling Center (852-6585), and Campus Health Services 
(852-6479). To report sexual misconduct or sex discrimination, contact the Dean of 
Students (852-5787) or University of Louisville Police (852-6111). 	

 	
Disclosure to University faculty or instructors of sexual misconduct, domestic violence, 
dating violence, or sex discrimination occurring on campus, in a University-sponsored 
program, or involving a campus visitor or University student or employee (whether current 
or former) is not confidential under Title IX.  Faculty and instructors must forward such 
reports, including names and circumstances, to the University’s Title IX officer. 	

 	
For more information, see the Sexual Misconduct Resource Guide	
(http://louisville.edu/hr/employeerelations/sexual-misconduct-brochure)	
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Student Learning Outcomes 
Rhetorical Knowledge: Students will produce writing that responds appropriately to a variety of 
rhetorical situations. Their writing should:  
• focus on a clear and consistent purpose; 
• analyze and respond to the needs of different audiences; 
• employ a tone consistent with purpose and audience; 
• use a variety of genres or adapt genres to suit different audiences and purposes; 
• leverage evidence and detail consistent with purpose and audience; 
• and demonstrate the author’s utility of digital technologies for composition. 

 
Critical Thinking: Students will produce writing that abstracts, synthesizes, and represents the ideas of 
others fairly. Their writing should:  
• summarize argument and exposition of a text accurately; 
• demonstrate awareness of the role of genre in the creation and reception of texts; 
• provide an understanding of knowledge as existing within a broader context 
• (including the purpose(s) and audience(s) for which a text may have been constructed); 
• incorporate an awareness of multiple points of view; 
• and show basic skills in identifying and analyzing electronic sources 
• (including scholarly library databases, the web, and other official databases). 

 
Processes: Students will produce writing reflective of a multi-stage composing and revising process. 
Their writing should:  
• reflect a recursive composing process across multiple drafts; 
• illustrate multiple strategies of invention, drafting, and revision; 
• and show evidence of development through peer review and collaboration. 

 
Conventions: Students will produce writing that strategically employs appropriate conventions in 
different writing situations. Their writing should:  
• use structural conventions such as organization, formatting, paragraphing, and tone; 
• demonstrate control over such surface features as syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling; 
• and provide an understanding of the conventions of multimodal composition that comprise 

developing effective communication in the 21st century. 
 

Confidence & Ownership: In fulfilling the above outcomes, students will take ownership of their work 
and recognize themselves as writers who:  
• have a growing understanding of their own voice, style, and strengths; 
• demonstrate confidence in their writing through frequent drafts; 
• and can articulate their own positions relative to those of others. 
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Date 

 

 
Class Action 

 
Reading (read before class) 

 
Assignments (due that day) 

 
Introdu(h)ction to Introduction to College Writing 
M  8.24 Intro to 101: HI, syllabus, SLOs, 

policies, conferences, Bb, etc. 
“This I Believe” exercise 

 Conference 

W   8.26 Recap stuff from day 1. 
In-class writing  
TIB essay and more on SLOs 

SLOs and other course docs SLOs response 
Conference 
 

I. Culture | Community | Literacy + Narrative Nonfiction | Community Memoir 
F   8.28 Discuss Project I  

Readings discussion 
Rhetorical situations activity! 

“Expectations for College 
Writing,” EW 12-19 
Chapter 5, EW 48-57 

Conference 
8.28: last day to add/drop a class 
with 100% tuition remission 

M   8.31 Reading discussion 
Generating ideas exercise! 

Chapter 6, EW 58-74 Conference 

W     9.2 In-class writing workshop  Draft/Proposal for Project I 
Conference 

F       9.4 Readings discussion “Spring Ritual,” CC 8-11 
“A Letter for the Black Girl 
Awaiting Her Mane,” CC 12-15 

Conference 

M     9.7 Labor day: no school  
W     9.9 Readings discussion about 

rhetorical/stylistic choices in 
student writing 

“My Brown Bound Notebook,” 
CC 2-4, “From Words to 
Mouth,” CC 5-7, and 
“The Smirks of Life,” CC 16-20 

 
 

F     9.11 (briefly) Discuss and (not 
briefly) perform pr. review 

 Project I draft fo yo peers 

M   9.14 Discuss / Lab: werkk day  9/14: last day to withdraw with 
50% tuition remission 

II. Community | Cultural Issues + Multi/modality | Digital Rhetorics 
W   9.16 Discuss Project II  Project I final (by 11:59 p.m.) 
F     9.18 Readings discussion 

Critical reading exercise! 
Chapter 12, EW 123-33  

M   9.21 In-class assignment: collecting 
and curating 

 Brainstorming and hunting 
9/21: last day to withdraw with 
25% tuition remission 

W   9.23 Reading discussion about 
multimodal, digital, and online 
texts 

Chapter 3, EW 20-36 Brainstorming and incubating 

F    9.25 In-class assignment: analyzing 
sources with informal writing 

 Proposal for Project II 

M   9.28 In-class peer review  Storyboard fo yo peers 
W   9.30 Watching movies!  

(MM examples) 
  

F     10.2 Discuss / Lab: werkk day  Project II draft = synthesized  
M   10.5 Midterm Break: no school 
W   10.7 I’m cancelling class: make sure to conference with me. 
F     10.9 I’m cancelling class: make sure to conference with me. 
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III. Rhetorical Analysis | Constructing Arguments + Scholarly Research | Academic Writing  
M 10.12 In-class reflection 

Discuss Project III 
 Project II final (by 11:59 p.m.) 

W 10.14 Watching Movies! 
(Class Screening of Concept in 
60) Rhetorical Analysis Practice 

 Chapter 13, EW 136-51 

F   10.16 Rhetorical Friday exercise! Carroll (Bb) Proposal for Project III 
M 10.19 Discuss / Lab: werkk day  Project III draft fo yo peers 
W 10.21 Rhetorical analysis exercise! Reading TBA  
F   10.23 Discuss / Lab: werkk day  Project III draft fo yo peers 
M 10.26 Rhetorical analysis exercise! Reading TBA 10.26: last day to withdraw 
W 10.28 Rhetorical analysis exercise! Reading TBA  
F   10.30 Discuss Project IV  Project III final (by 11:59 p.m.) 
M   11.2 Readings discussion Chapter 14, EW 151-72 Proposal for Project IV  
W   11.4 Learning to construct arguments Readings from CC or Bb TBA I might try to schedule a sweet 

fieldtrip to the library. F     11.6 Learning to construct arguments 
M   11.9 Discuss / Lab: werkk day  Project IV draft fo yo peers 
W 11.11 Learning to construct arguments Readings from CC or Bb TBA I might try to schedule a sweet 

fieldtrip to the library. F   11.13 Learning to construct arguments 
M 11.16 Discuss / Lab: werkk day  Project IV draft fo yo peers 
W 11.18 Learning to construct arguments Readings from CC or Bb TBA I might try to schedule a sweet 

fieldtrip to the library. F   11.20 Learning to construct arguments 
IV. Reflection + the Awesome Re/vision Process  
M 11.23 Discuss Project V 

In-class writing/brainstorming 
 Project IV final (by 11:59 p.m.) 

Conference 
W 11.25 Thanksgiving Break: no school  
F   11.27 Thanksgiving Break: no school  
M 11.30 In-class portfolio-gathering act.  Select writing for Project IV 

Conference 
W   12.2 Discuss / Lab: werkk day  Project IV draft fo yo peers 

Conference 
F     12.4 In-class portfolio work day   
M   12.7 Last day of ENGL 101 

Rhetorical Monday! 
In-class writing 
Course Evaluations (?) 

 Project V final (Final)  
(by 11:59 p.m.) 
12/7: last day of classes 
12/8: reading day 
12/10: final grades record (by me) 


