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As a general education requirement in written communication, 
English 102 focuses on recognizing rhetorical situations and 
responding with effective writing. A student writer in 102 should 
expect to establish a clear purpose and sense of hir presence and 
position in each work and to create and answer questions by 
researching, revising, and creating about 20-25 pages of compositions 
in multiple genres. 
 
I mega love this course because I think using language is 
powerful, but not everyone knows about it, and I have always 
felt like my job is to help with that. Writing, reading, and 
rhetoric are subjects that we can all, including me, continue to 
learn from and about no matter our age or level of education. 
Finally, writing also provides a wealth of practical applications 
for the rest of your education and for your future jobs that, if 
harnessed correctly, will lend you power and success. 
 

This course will address 
rhetorical constructions of 
LGBT identities at UofL and in 
Louisville. Students will write 
and research through these 
topics throughout the semester. 
This will likely involve extra 
discussions about our 
communities, historical and 
archival research, and the study 
of genres like film & narrative.  
 
Important Note: I reserve the 
right to alter the terms of this 
syllabus in the case of cancelled 
classes or changes in our 
learning objectives.

   
 
Rhetorical Knowledge     You may find a more expansive	  
Critical Thinking and Reading    list of the learning outcomes on 
Community Issues and Cultural Diversity  the syllabus I’ve uploaded to   
Processes      our course Blackboard page. 
Conventions 

 
ßBornstein, Kate. My New Gender Workbook: A Step-by 
Step Guide to Achieving World Peace Through Gender  
Anarchy and Sex Positivity. New York: Routledge. 2013.  
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attendance is a vital part of participation. Learning how to 

respond to an audience’s needs in writing requires extensive 
interaction with people, so your physical/mental presence in 

class are necessary. There are 26 days in our class this 
semester. If you miss 3 days, or ten percent of class, your 

grade will begin with a 90%. 10 days = 62%. And so on. 
I excuse one absence each semester, and after that I 
entertain no distinction between excused/unexcused. 
Absences due to university-sponsored activities, 
health, and family issues of course are exceptional and 
can be negotiated in advance. 
 
communication and self-advocacy: I assume that all 
of us learn in different ways, so I pursue a personal 
goal of designing my classroom as universally as 
possible, responding to various literacies, abilities, 
logics. If you are a student with specific needs (such as 

social anxiety that might prevent verbal participation 
in class discussion, medical issues, or a request to 

enlarge or change the color of projected text, etc.), you 
should act as a self-advocate, actively communicating with 

me and working with our class community to identify 
barriers to your full participation. Self-advocates identify 

deficits in the classroom environment and engage productively 
with the other members of the class to remedy them. Please talk to 

me as soon as you can about your individual learning needs and 
preferences; I will not know about your needs and, sometimes legally, 
cannot talk to you about them unless you let me know first. 

 
academic honesty: considering intellectual property, 
copyright, remix, citation, and plagiarism (etc.) in the 
context of an educational space is even more complex 
than the navigation of those matrices in the public 
sphere. I’m interested in teaching you about 
how future teachers and bosses will expect you 
to perform academic honesty and in you 
giving credit where credit is due. If it 
becomes clear to me that you have not 
tried to be fully honest with your academic 
work, we will have to consider applying 
the range of the university’s policies. 
 
title ix/clery act notification: Sexual 
misconduct (including sexual harassment, 
sexual assault, and any other nonconsensual 
behavior of a sexual nature) and sex 
discrimination violate University policies.  
Students experiencing such behavior may 
obtain confidentia lsupport from the PEACC 
Program (852-2663), Counseling Center (852-
6585), and Campus Health Services (852-6479). 
To report sexual misconduct or sex discrimination, 
contact the Dean of Students (852-5787) or 
University of Louisville Police (852-6111).  Disclosure 
to University faculty or instructors of sexual misconduct, 
domestic violence, dating violence, or sex discrimination 
occurring on campus, in a University-sponsored program, or  
involving a campus visitor or University student or employee (whether  
current or former) is not confidential under Title IX.  Faculty and instructors must forward such reports, including names 
and circumstances, to the University’s Title IX officer. For more information, see the Sexual Misconduct Resource Guide.

respect: I’m interested in the maintenance of a 
safe and productive learning environment for 

each member of our room. I have little 
accommodation for disrespect. We all need to 
respect everyone here by remaining civil and 

courteous always. We will often have 
opportunities to share our opinions and beliefs: 

no racist, classist, sexist, homophobic, 
trans*phobic, ableist, or any other negative 
communication harmful to an individual or 
group based on sexual orientation, gender 

identity and/or gender expression, sex, religion, 
race, economic class, social status, age, military 
and/or veteran status, citizenship, nationality, 
(dis)ability, habitat, political ideology, etc. will 

be tolerated.  Whether something is offensive or 
not will be determined by the people whom it 

might offend or their advocates.	  

resources: For information and assistance, please 
contact the Disabilities Resource Center. Also, 

whether or not you have a documented disability, 
remember that other support services, including 
the Writing Center and the Learning Resources 
Center, are available to all students. I should also 
let you all know that I am Safe Zone trained; on 

that note, while the word “ally” seems most 
traditionally applicable to queer identity, and 

indeed I am an ally in that regard, I also strive to 
be an ally to students who could benefit from any 

of the exceptionally useful campus resources 
listed in the next sentence. Those exceptionally 

useful resources, links for which I’ve provided on 
Blackboard, include the: Office of Military and 
Veteran Student Services, Academic Athletics 
Services, Counseling Center, LGBT Center, 

Student Recreation Center, and Writing Center.	  
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coursework 

A+         97-100%          B+ 87-89%           C+  77-79%           D+ 67-69% 
A 93-96%           B  83-86%          C  73-76%          D  63-66%        
A- 90-92%           B-  80-82%          C-  70-72%          D-  60-62% 
         F -59% 

  

PARTICIPATION—DISCUSSION + PEER REVIEW + EFFORT 
Because this is not only a writing class, but also a communication class, and 
because this is a smaller, discussion-based course rather than a lecture-based 
seminar, verbal participation in class discussion is super vital to our success. It’s 
also what will make the course interesting, dynamic, enjoyable, and useful.	  

 
 
  

 
READING AND COMPOSING—PERFORMING TEXTS TOGETHER  
My New Gender Workbook (the main text we’ll read throughout the semester) 
investigates social and rhetorical constructions of identities and their various 
intersections. To prep you for participation in in-class discussions, I will ask 
you to read from this text and from others uploaded to Blackboard. I will also 
ask you to compose informal texts inside and outside of class about the assigned 
readings/current project. This will draw upon a range of (sometimes 
collaborative) meaning-making skills. 

 
 

 

MEETINGS—CONFERENCES + FIELD TRIPS + PUBLIC PANELS + FILM NIGHTS 
I invite you to visit my office as many times as you’d like, but you will also be 
required to complete two formal conferences during the semester. In the 
beginning of the semester, Conference I will focus on personal goals and 
expectations for the course. At the end of the semester, Conference II will focus 
on rhetorical choices for the final project. In addition, we have several 
opportunities to learn from research-oriented field trips to the library’s 
resources, engage in a mini-film series in February, and interact with speaker 
panels in March, all of which I expect you to attend. 

 
 
PROJECTS—CREATING + SHARING MEANING 
This course houses four major units/projects.  
℘ Project I: Community/Cultural Issues and Multimodality | due 1.28 
℘ Project II: Rhetorical Analysis and Primary Research | due 2.25 
℘ Project III: Research in the Community and Secondary Research | due 4.14 
℘ Project IV: Public Engagement and Reflection | due 4.22 

  
As a team we will determine an official policy for how 
I should respond to late work. You will receive letter 
grades on assignments and projects, and in the end, I’ll 
calculate your final grade with this guide: 
℘ Homework and conferences: 25% 
℘ Participation: 25% 
℘ Projects: 50% 
 
University Sanctioned Grade Scale: 

3 

grades	  
Grievances: Because of confidentiality rules, it is illegal 
for me to communicate the specifics of your attendance, 
performance, or grades via email. If you have questions 
or concerns about your progress in this course, please do 
not hesitate to come by during office hours to discuss 
these issues. If you are not satisfied with our discussion, 
you may see an Assistant Director of Composition in 
HM 333 (adcquery@louisville.edu). 
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DAY CLASS ACTION READING (DUE THAT DAY) COMPOSING (DUE THAT DAY) 
 
TH 
1.7 

Introduction to the course: 
Names & pronouns 
Syllabus + reading schedule 
Group policies activity 

  
                 Conference with me 

I .  R H E T O R I C A L  C O N S T R U C T I O N S  O F  I D E N T I T Y  +  M U L T I M O D A L  C O M P O S I N G   

 
T 
1.12 

 
Reading discussion 
Introduce Project I 
 

           
          Bornstein (0-xiv and 285-93) 
          -and-   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kate_Bornstein 

1/12: Last day to drop/add w/ 100% 
tuition remission 

                Reading response 
                 Conference with me 

 
TH 
1.14 

Pr. I. examples:  
DALN, DML, IGB, and 
past students’ work; 
In-class workshop 

              
                Genderbread person 
 
                 Conference with me 

 
T 
1.19 

 
Reading discussion 
 

           
          Bornstein (1-34) 
 

 
               Pr. I proposal / storyboard 
 
                Conference with me 

 
TH 
1.21 

 
Digital Media Suite field trip! 
 
 

  
                 Conference with me 

 
T 
1.26 

Reading discussion 
In-class peer review 
 
 

           
          Bornstein (35-58) 
 

 
               Pr. I draft for peer review 

 
TH 
1.28 

 
Reading discussion 
Introduce Project II 
 

              
              Wallace and Alexander 
              “Queer Rhetorical Agency” 

             
            ß Project I 

I I .  R H E T O R I C A L  A N A L Y S I S  +  W R I T I N G  W I T H  P R I M A R Y  R E S E A R C H    

 
T 
2.2 
 

Class screening of Pr. I! 
WC guest speaker 
(if not today, then sometime soon) 
Reading discussion 

           
          Bornstein (59-82) 
 

2/1: last day to apply for degree  
  

 
TH 
2.4 
 

 
Reading discussion 

              
              Laura Bolin Carroll 
              “Backpacks v. Briefcases” 

2/3: last day to withdraw with 25% 
tuition remission 

 
T 
2.9 
 

 
Reading discussion 
In-class workshop 

           
          Bornstein (83-112) 
 

  
             Pr. II proposal 
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DAY CLASS ACTION READING (DUE THAT DAY) COMPOSING (DUE THAT DAY) 
 
TH 
2.11 

 

Reading discussion 
“What if Straight Was Gay” vid 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnOJgDW0gPI) 

              
              Alexander and Rhodes 

      “Queer Rhetoric” 

 

 
T 
2.16 

 
Ekstrom Library field trip! 
 

 

We will at some point soon go to 
the library to interact with primary 
texts and artifacts housed in the 
Williams-Nichols archive, a 

 nationally-ranked, award-winning 
LGBT collection (yas!). You will 
rhetorically analyze these. Just don’t 
know which day yet. Stay tuned.  

 
TH 
2.18 

In-class peer review 
 
 

 

  
               Pr. II draft for peer review 

 
T 
2.23 

 
Reading discussion 
 
 

           
          Bornstein (113-50) 
 

 

 
TH 
2.25 

 
 

 

              
            ß Project II 

I I I .  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T I E S  +  W R I T I N G  W I T H  S E C O N D A R Y  R E S E A R C H     

 
T 
3.1 

 
Introduce Project III 
Reading discussion 

 

           
          Bornstein (151-86) 
 

*Similar to that moment during Project II, 
next class we will go to the library to work 
with secondary texts and learn about  other 
research resources and tools with a wonderful 
human librarian Rob Detmering.* 

 
TH 
3.3 

 
Ekstrom Library field trip! 

 
 

 3/7: last day to withdraw  
                
               Pr. III proposal 

 
T 
3.8 

 
Reading discussion 

           
          Bornstein (187-198) 
 

 

 
TH 
3.10 
 

   

 
T 
3.15 
 

 
Spring Break—no class 

              
              Seth Kahn 
              “Ethnographic Writing” 

 

 
TH 
3.17 
 

 
Spring Break—no class 

                       
              Dana Lynn Driscoll 
              “Primary Research” 

 
                Pr. III draft for me 

 
T 
3.22 
 

 
Reading discussion x 3 

           
          Bornstein (199-226) 
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℘ Final day of classes: 4/20 
℘ Reading day: 4/21 
℘ Final (Project IV) due: 4/22, 8 a.m. 
 
 
 
         = Bornstein reading                        = reading posted on Blackboard 
         
 
 
 
     = composition (writing) due            = major project due 
 
 
 
 
 = conference   -  = in-class peer review     = film night attendance 

DAY CLASS ACTION READING (DUE THAT DAY) COMPOSING (DUE THAT DAY) 
 

TH 
3.24 

 

   

 
T 
3.29 

 

 
Reading discussion 

           
          Bornstein (227-60) 

 

 

 
TH 
3.31 

In-class peer review 
 
 
 

           
               Pr. III draft for peer review 

 
T 
4.5 

 
CCCC—no class 
 
 

ßSometimes I go to academic 
conferences about writing. This is 
one. I’ll be pretty unavailable, but 
please still email if you need to.  

 
                  

 
TH 
4.7 

 
CCCC—no class 
 
 

Also, usually conferences are over 
weekends, but this one begins on a 
Wednesday and is in Houston, TX 
so… bye.  

 

I V .  R E V I S I O N   + 	    R E F L E C T I V E  W R I T I N G     

 
T 
4.12 

 
Reading discussion 
 
 

           
          Bornstein (261-84) 
 

 
                 Conference with me 

 
TH 
4.14 

 
Reading discussion  
 
 

                       
              Gloria Anzaldúa 
              “Speaking in Tongues” 

             
            ß Project III 

 
T 
4.19 

 
 
 
 

  
                 Conference with me 


